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“Understanding the imprint of  the pandemic on cities and the means through which 
they are being rebuilt demands we put ‘infrastructure’ at the center of  our analysis.” 

(Enright and Ward, 2021: 1-2)
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Governance of & by infrastructure



Airports and Urban 
Economic Development
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John Kasarda

“an airport-integrated region, extending as far as 

sixty miles from the inner clusters of  hotels, 

offices, distribution, and logistics facilities… the 

airport itself  is really the nucleus of  a range of  ‘New 

Economy’ functions, bolstering a city’s competitiveness, 

job creation, and quality of  life” 
(Kasarda & Lindsay, 2011: 174)





What role do airports play in 
ensuring thriving and 

prosperous city-regions?
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Scale ‘beyond city life’



Crossing the event horizon





(Atlanta Aerotropolis, 2019)



Specialization, competition, collaboration



Food for thought



Political footballs & phantom infrastructure



Political footballs & phantom infrastructure
Persistent vulnerabilities & lock-ins



Political footballs & phantom infrastructure
Persistent vulnerabilities & lock-ins

Ecological limits?


