


Where are they now?

IMFG has supported dozens of post-doctoral fellowships 
and scholarship awards to graduate students over the last 

20 years. 



Zack Taylor, van Ginkel Graduate Fellow 2009-2010

Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, 
Western University and IMFG Fellow



Aaron Moore, Post-Doctoral Fellow 2011-2012

Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, 
University of Winnipeg and IMFG Fellow



Gabriel Eidelman, van Ginkel Graduate Fellow 2010-
2011

Assistant Professor, Munk School of Global Affairs and 
Public Policy, University of Toronto and IMFG Faculty Fellow



Zachary Spicer, Post-Doctoral Fellow 2013-2014

Associate Professor and Head of New College, York University



It's very hard to highlight the impact that IMFG has had on my career in just a 
sentence or two because the IMFG has been a central place for my professional 

growth. The post-doc provided me with opportunity to continue academic research that 
I cared deeply about at the time. I finished my first book while at IMFG as a post-doc 

and wrote my third book while a visiting researcher. IMFG has provided me with 
endless opportunity and connection. I owe Enid and the team more than I can ever 

describe. 

Zachary Spicer, IMFG Post-Doctoral Fellow 2013-2014
Associate Professor and Head of  New College, York University



Julie Mah, Post-Doctoral Fellow 2020-2021

Assistant Professor, Department of Human Geography, 
University of Toronto Scarborough



My postdoctoral fellowship at IMFG had tremendous impact on my development as a 
scholar and researcher. Not only was I able to pursue a research project that benefited 
from Enid's expertise, she and Tomas created a supportive and collegial environment, 

which was greatly appreciated and contributed to a valuable research experience.

Julie Mah, IMFG Post-Doctoral Fellow 2020-2021
Assistant Professor, Department of  Human Geography, University of  

Toronto Scarborough



Jacqueline Peterson, van Ginkel Graduate
Fellow 2015-2016

Chief Climate Officer, Kathairos Solutions



Researching the financial drivers behind cities’ investments in sustainable 
infrastructure set the foundation for my current work, in which I work with 

governments to shape policy and create innovative climate finance mechanisms that 
incentivize decarbonization in hard-to-abate industries. Moreover, the IMFG-funded 

fieldwork and interviews I conducted with urban policymakers in Canada and the U.S. 
helped prepare me for my current advocacy work (“lobbying”) in the halls of 

Parliament and Capitol Hill.

Jacqueline Peterson, van Ginkel Graduate Fellow 2015-2016 
Chief  Climate Officer, Kathairos Solutions



IMFG Events

IMFG has hosted over 200 events, conferences and panels 
featuring speakers from senior levels of government and 
municipal finance and governance academics to spark 

policy discussion and debate.  



IMFG@10: 
The Past, Present, 
and Future of City 

Finance and 
Governance

2015

Zack Taylor
Richard M. Bird

Enid Slack
Alan Broadbent 



3rd Annual Toronto 
City Manager’s Address

2014

Joe Pennachetti
Anne Golden  



Promise and Peril 
in the Smart City: 

Local Government 
in the Age of 

Digital Urbanism 
2018

Zachary Spicer



Strong(er) Mayors: 
What Difference 
Will They Make 

2022

Alison Smith 
Karen Chapple 

Matt Elliott 
Gabriel Eidelman 

Zack Taylor



7th Annual Toronto 
City Manager’s 

Address 
2018

Selena Zhang 
Chris Murray



Where are they now?

IMFG has supported dozens of post-doctoral fellowships 
and scholarship awards to graduate students over the last 

20 years. 



Adam Found, Alan Broadbent Fellow 2009-2010

Manager of Corporate Assets, City of Kawartha Lakes



Austin Zwick, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2016-2017

Associate Teaching Professor, Policy Studies, Maxwell 
School of Citizenship & Public Affairs, Syracuse University



Peter Wu, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2024-25

PhD Student, Department of Economics, University of 
Toronto



David Marshall, van Ginkel Graduate Fellow 2014-
2015

Associate, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP



I was a fellow at IMFG while pursuing my joint J.D./M.P.P. program, which at the time 
was novel (I was the first student to take the joint program at U of T). The joint degree 
program satisfied my intellectual curiosity for the intersection of law and public policy 

on an academic level, but my fellowship allowed me to go beyond academia and 
explore its more practical applications. Fusing these two areas in a practical way has 

been a mission for me ever since – whether it’s bringing the policy lens to a legal 
question (i.e., what was the policy behind a law, and why does that matter to our 

facts), or trying to move the policy needle (particularly when it comes to my larger-
scale pro bono work).

David Marshall, IMFG van Ginkel Graduate Fellow 2014-2015
Associate, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP



Alejandra Reyes, Post-Doctoral Fellow 2018-2019

Assistant Professor, Department of Urban Policy and 
Planning, UCI School of Social Ecology



Postdoctoral fellowships and positions, such as IMFG’s, provide junior scholars with 
support at a crucial point in their careers. The academic job market is increasingly tight, 

and it was very useful for me to have the financial support and space to focus on academic 
publishing and enter a tenure-track position with a stronger CV and prospects. I also 
enjoyed working alongside and getting feedback from someone like Enid Slack, with 

incredible international and city-level expertise. Getting to spend this time at a place like 
Toronto, a multicultural and vibrant city, was also particularly rewarding.

Alejandra Reyes, IMFG Post-Doctoral Fellow 2018-2019
Assistant Professor, Department of  Urban Policy and Planning, UCI 

School of  Social Ecology



Matthew Lesch, Post-Doctoral Fellow 2017-2018

Research Fellow, Department of Health Sciences, 
University of York



My time at IMFG was instrumental in deepening my understanding of how combining 
interdisciplinary approaches can drive meaningful policy impact. The interactions and 

experiences I gained there have been foundational in shaping my increasingly 
interdisciplinary and impact-focused research agenda on the politics of public health.

Matthew Lesch, IMFG Post-Doctoral Fellow 2017-2018
Research Fellow, Department of  Health Sciences, University of  York



Andrew Do, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2013-2014

Researcher/Designer, Nava PBC



My IMFG graduate fellowship focused on understanding the City of Toronto's open 
data practices at a time when it was a nascent government practice. It inspired me to 
explore the intersection of municipal government with building technology services 

that propelled me into my current career in building digital services for governments.

Andrew Do, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2013-2014 
Researcher/Designer, Nava



IMFG Events

IMFG has hosted over 200 events, conferences and panels 
featuring speakers from senior levels of government and 
municipal finance and governance academics to spark 

policy discussion and debate.  



Changing Patterns of 
Governance in 

Metropolitan Regions
2023

Janice Baker



Governance Models for 
Successful Regional 

Transit
2019

Drew Fagan 
Michael Schabas 

Patricia Burke Wood 
Joe Berridge



6th Annual Toronto 
City Manager’s Address 

2017

Peter Wallace 
Sevaun Palvetzian



Behind the City Beat
2018

Rob Steiner
Adrienne Batra 
John McGrath 

Enid Slack 
Matt Elliott 
Noor Javed

Alan Broadbent 
Maria Saras-Voutsinas



Clarifying Provincial-
Municipal 

Responsibilities in 
Ontario 

2020

Sean Speer 
Gabriel Eidelman 

Enid Slack 
Tomas Hachard 



Universities, Cities 
and Prosperity: An 

Agenda for the 
Future 

2014

Meric Gertler 



Where are they now?

IMFG has supported dozens of post-doctoral fellowships 
and scholarship awards to graduate students over the last 

20 years. 



Jen Nelles, Alan Broadbent Fellow 2006-2007

Professor of Systems and Spatial Analysis, Oxford 
Brookes Business School



Sean Grisdale, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2023-24

PhD Student, Department of Geography and Planning, University 
of Toronto



Kate Nelischer, van Ginkel Graduate Fellow 2018-2019

Assistant Professor, Sol Price School of Public Policy, USC Price



Andrew Wang, Post-Doctoral Fellow 2021-2022

Assistant Professor, National Cheng Kung University



The post-doctoral fellowship has given me the opportunity and flexibility to expand my 
research interests, expertise, and geographical boundaries, enabling me to locate a 

clearer pathway to my academic career development. It was also during my time at the 
IMFG that I was able to connect with many senior scholars who have coached me 

continuously and meaningfully.

Andrew Wang, IMFG Post-Doctoral Fellow 2021-2022
Assistant Professor, National Cheng Kung University



Lauren Birch, van Ginkel Graduate Fellow 2016-17

Director, Financial Strategy & Policy (Office of the Chief Financial Officer), 
City of Toronto



Being involved at IMFG and getting to work with Enid inspired a deep-rooted passion 
to develop data-informed financial strategies and policies that empower 

municipalities. 

Lauren Birch, IMFG van Ginkel Graduate Fellow 2016-17
Director, Financial Strategy & Policy (Office of  the Chief  Financial Officer), 

City of  Toronto



Devin Bissky Dziadyk, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2020-2021

PhD Student, Department of Economics, University of Toronto



IMFG was one of the first opportunities I had to communicate real research to a 
broader audience. It was tremendously beneficial to my career, and people still reach 

out about the work I did at IMFG.

Devin Bissky Dziadyk, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2020-2021
PhD Student, Department of  Economics, University of  Toronto



Chibulu Luo, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2018-2019

Global Energy and Climate Change Advisor, United 
Nations Development Programme



My time at IMFG as a recipient of the graduate fellowship deepened my understanding 
of the vital role local actors play in the rollout and scaling of sustainable energy 
projects. Local governments, being closest to the communities most affected, are 

uniquely positioned to support energy transitions that align with local economic needs 
and realities. However, to do so effectively, it is essential to establish and strengthen 

governance structures to allow local authorities to have a meaningful role in 
infrastructure decision-making, particularly in regions where energy poverty remains a 
pressing challenge. These critical dynamics were at the heart of my doctoral research 
and during the time of my IMFG graduate fellowship and continue to shape my work 

with UNDP today. 

Chibulu Luo, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2018-2019 
Global Energy and Climate Change Advisor, United Nations 

Development Programme



IMFG Events

IMFG has hosted over 200 events featuring speakers from 
senior levels of government and municipal finance and 
governance academics to spark policy discussion and 

debate.  



Development 
Charges: The Case 

for and against 
2023

Enid Slack 
Adam Found 

Ben Dachis



11th Annual Toronto 
City Manager’s 

Address 
2023

Paul Johnson 



Levelling Up 
Innovation in Local 

Government 
2024

Shauna Brail 
Austin Zwick 

Zachary Spicer 



Legacies of the Megacity: 
Toronto’s Amalgamation 

20 Years Later 
2018

Zack Taylor 



Policymaking and 
the City 

2016

Matt Galloway 
Joe Pennachetti



Where are they now

IMFG has supported dozens of post-doctoral fellowships 
and scholarship awards to graduate students over the last 

20 years. 



Jack Lucas, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2012-2013

Professor, Department of Political Science, University of 
Calgary



André Côté, Alan Broadbent Fellow 2008-2009

Director of Policy and Research, The Dias, Toronto 
Metropolitan University



Longyu Gu, van Ginkel Graduate Fellow 2024-25

Master of Science Student, Department of Geography and 
Planning, University of Toronto



Vanessa van den Boogaard, Post-Doctoral Fellow 
2017-2018

Research Fellow, International Centre for Tax and 
Development



Through my time at the IMFG, I was able to engage with different perspectives of 
local government finance and receive feedback on my dissertation project on informal 
public finance institutions in Sierra Leone. With this feedback and support, in 2021 my 
PhD won the Vincent Lemieux award, recognizing the best political science thesis in 

the country.

Vanessa van den Boogard, IMFG Post-Doctoral Fellow 2020-2021
Research Fellow, International Centre for Tax and Development



Fernando Calderón Figueroa, van Ginkel Graduate
Fellow 2021-2022

Assistant Professor, Department of Human Geography, 
University of Toronto Scarborough



The IMFG is an asset to the university. Enid, Piali, and everyone involved 
create a very generative environment between academics, policymakers and 
stakeholders. I'm very glad to have been a graduate fellow and would love to 

continue collaborating with the institute.

Fernando Calderón Figueroa, IMFG van Ginkel Fellow 2021-2022
Assistant Professor, Department of  Human Geography, University of  

Toronto Scarborough



Zachary Lewsen, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2015-16

Senior Financial Planning Analyst, Financial Planning 
Division, City of Toronto



One of the best features of the IMFG fellowship is the opportunity to present municipal 
data in a manner that’s accessible to a broad audience. This has helped in my career 

when summarizing financial data in reports, briefing note, and visuals. 

Zachary Lewsen, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2015-16
Senior Financial Planning Analyst, Financial Planning Division, City of  Toronto



IMFG Events

IMFG has hosted over 200 events featuring speakers from 
senior levels of government and municipal finance and 
governance academics to spark policy discussion and 

debate.  



The Pandemic and 
Beyond: Perspectives 

from Chief 
Administrative Officers 

in the GTA
2022

Elaine Baxter-Trahair
Janice Baker 
Drew Fagan

Bruce Macgregor 



Cost Overruns on 
Infrastructure 

Projects: Patterns, 
Causes, and Cures 

2016

Matti Siemiatycki



Governance and 
Finance of 

Metropolitan Areas 
in Federal Systems 

2014

Rupak Chattopadhyay 
Enid Slack 



IMFG@10: 
The Past, Present, 
and Future of City 

Finance and 
Governance 

2015

Kathleen Wynne 



Funding Democracy: 
Participatory 

Budgeting in Canada
2016

Peter MacLeod 
Alex Mazar 

Shelley Carroll 
Josh Lerner



Where are they now

IMFG has supported dozens of post-doctoral fellowships 
and scholarship awards to graduate students over the last 

20 years. 



Abigail Friendly, Post-Doctoral Fellow 2015-2016

Assistant Professor, Human Geography and Spatial 
Planning, University of Utrecht



Shervin Ghaem-Maghami , IMFG Graduate Fellow 
2021-2022

Senior Advisor, Network Planning Office, Metrolinx



Keir Matthews-Hunter, van Ginkel Graduate Fellow
2023-24

PhD Student, Department of Planning, University of 
Toronto



Stephanie Ortynsky, Post-Doctoral Fellow 2023-24

Yorkton City Councillor



Kyle Hanniman, Post-Doctoral Fellow 2012-2013

Associate Professor, Department of Political Studies and 
Research Fellow, Institute of Intergovernmental Relations 

at Queen’s University



I'm forever grateful for my time at the IMFG. I received tremendous mentorship from 
Enid, and the late Richard Bird, and was never meant to feel out of place, despite my 
background as a political scientist. The inter-disciplinary approach had a profound 

effect on the way I see public policy, and political science today. 

Kyle Hanniman, IMFG Post-Doctoral Fellow 2012-2013
Associate Professor, Department of  Political Studies and Research 

Fellow, Institute of  Intergovernmental Relations at Queen’s University



Celia Wandio, van Ginkel Graduate Fellow 2022-2023

Community Land Trust Specialist, Canadian Network of 
Community Land Trusts



I was recently contacted by a community organization in Vancouver that came across 
my research on IMFG's website; I am now using the knowledge I gained through this 

research to support them in advocating for appropriate acquisition funding to preserve 
and improve Vancouver SROs (single-room occupancy hotels).

Celia Wandio, IMFG van Ginkel Fellow 2022-2023 
Community Land Trust Specialist, Canadian Network of  Community 

Land Trusts



Cayley Burgess, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2010-2011

Team Lead, Office of the Treasury Board, Ontario Public 
Service



My research at the IMFG was my first foray into working with actual public servants, 
who were inspirational both in their extreme competence and their generosity.

Cayley Burgess, IMFG Graduate Fellow 2010-2011
Team Lead, Office of  the Treasury Board, Ontario Public Service



IMFG Events

IMFG has hosted over 200 events featuring speakers from 
senior levels of government and municipal finance and 
governance academics to spark policy discussion and 

debate.  



Legacies of the Megacity: 
Toronto’s Amalgamation 

20 Years Later 
2018

Alexandra Flynn



Promise and Peril 
in the Smart City 

2018

John Lorinc
Tracey Cook 

Zachary Spicer 
Pamela Robinson 

Peter Sloly



What Makes a 
Resilient City?

2017

Otis Rolley
Daniel Zarrilli

Louise Bradette
Elliott Cappell



2nd Annual Toronto 
City Manager’s 

Address
2013



2nd Annual Toronto 
City Manager’s 

Address 
2013

Enid Slack 
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